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you are one day to inhabit. The ways are generally crooked and full of turnings, sometimes strewed with flowers, sometimes choked up with briers; rotten ground and deep pits frequently lie concealed under a smooth and pleasing surface: all the paths are slippery, and every slip is dangerous. Sense and discretion must accompany you at your first setting out; but notwithstanding those, till experience is your guide, you will every now and then step out of your way or stumble.
Lady Chesterfield has just now received your German letter, for which she thanks you: she says the language is very correct, and I can plainly see the character is well formed, not to say better than your English character. Continue to write German frequently, that it may become quite familiar to you.
Adieu I
London, August 21, 0.8.1749.
DEAE BOY,
BY the last letter that I received from Mr. Harte, of the 31st July, N. 8., I suppose you are now either at Venice or Verona, and perfectly recovered of your late illness, which I am daily more and more convinced had no consumptive tendency: however, for some time still, faites oomme s'ily en avoit, be regular, and live pectorally.
You will soon be at Courts, where though you will not be concerned, yet reflection and observation upon what you see and hear there may be of use to you when hereafter you may come to be concerned in Courts yourself. Nothing in Courts is exactly as it